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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application In the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations fronn the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
l^ave SSX the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as ''originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

'.. ^ .^V, asoriginallyfiled <. _ • 

Claims, Numbers 

^ asoriginallyfiled, - . 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to ^^is report and lis^^^^^^^ 

had ™been mad^ since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may hs marked "superseded." 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicabilltv; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1- 


■8 


No: 


Claims 






Yes: 


Claims 


1 


-8 


No: 


Claims 






Yes: 


Claims 


1 


-8 


No: 


Claims 







2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet ; ^ ; 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the International application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Te^soned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 



D1: EP 577 375 A 

2 Document D1 , which is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 discloses coated abrasive particles (see column 2, lines 6-8). For diamond 
abrasives the coating may consist of an inner layer of a carbide, for example t.tan.um 

ca bide and an outer layer of a nitride, for example titanium nitride. The coat.ng may a^o 
include an intermediate reaction zone of a carbonitride, for example titanium carboni^de 
(see column 3, lines 1-7). In present claim 1 the coating system compnses an outer layer 
of a rnetTcarbonitride deposited on the inner layer. As such a carbonitride outer layer .s 
not disclosed in D1 , the subject-matter of claim 1 is new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3 The problem that carbide coatings on diamond particles tend to react with certain bond 
matrix metals can be circumvented by the titanium nitride outer layer disclosed in D . It is 
however not obvious from the prior art that a carbonitride outer layer as in present claim 1 
can be used as an altemative to the nitride outer layer disclosed In DI^Therefore the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

4. Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Rr item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

With regard to Article 6 PCT it is noted that the passage in the description on page 6 in 
paragraph 4 is in contradiction to the claims. In the claims the material of the outer layer ,s 
nmlted to a metal carbonitride, while this passage of the description lists other matenals for 
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the outer layer. 
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